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After the Rains. ©Fran Forman
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In the lands where the sun still appears at midnight,
the diffused light presents an aura of magic and mystery.
Fragments of a dream come and go,
while time appears to stand still.

Something that first appears ordinary demands a second look,
and what seems ‘normal’ takes you to a different place.
These are the moments of magic,
where light and dark co-mingle,
where you realize that you can never enjoy light without shadows, where sorrow and joy co-exist.

The contradiction of light and dark mimics loss and presence,
memory and time,
along with the interplay of home and forest, interior and exterior.
These are the ‘in-between’ moments, where we wonder
if someone is coming or leaving, glancing, curious, ambiguous,
and like the light,
neither here nor there.
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Candlelight. ©Fran Forman

As a child in Baltimore, I was always drawing. I devoured my home’s weekly magazines, Life and Look, 
copying their gray-scale photographs. I learned that shadow, light, and composition could serve to enhance 
the emotional impact of an image, and that compelling images could tell a story. 

In college, I studied sociology, anthropology, and history, all about story-telling, and I continued to draw. But 
career choices were limited to women in those days, and I went to graduate school for social work. I continued 
to draw, and wondered if it might be possible to connect story-telling with making pictures. I bought a 
camera, and made pictures that told stories, of movement and time passing, of shadows and light. I loved the 
photographs of Ralph Eugene Meatyard, Duane Michals, and Julia Margaret Cameron. As a way to stay within 
the world of art and communication and to earn a living, I received my MFA and became a graphic designer, 
specializing in design within three-dimensional space, while creating paper collages and taking photographs in 
my spare time.   

In the late 80s, I learned to draw on a computer; the mouse became my pencil and the limited colors, my 
palette. Soon after, I was introduced to an early version of Photoshop, developed as a retouching tool and as 
an adjunct to the darkroom. I saw it as a story-telling tool and was hooked. I could use my own photographs or 
scanned images, rearrange and alter them and create my own stories. I began to create photo-paintings using 
archival material and my own photographs to tell stories, initially for clients such as Penguin Books, the Jack 
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Door to the Sea. ©Fran Forman

Kerouac Estate, AOL Time Warner, and now simply for me.

My montages draw from hundreds of photographs that I’ve taken over the years, from various locations, 
models, objects, landscapes, and sometimes from historical images, all of which have been altered and 
manipulated in the service of the hidden narrative. My stylus is now my paintbrush, and none of my images 
escape its painterly focus. In fact, curators refer to my images as photo-paintings.

My staged and constructed photographic images create scenes that exist in my mind. I’m indebted not only 
to those mid-century photographers whose work appeared in the major periodicals of the day and who I 
obsessively copied, but to contemporary artists, color field painters, film makers, cinematographers, and 
stage designers. Perhaps more than most, however, I’m indebted to the Dutch Masters of the 17th century, 
who were arguably the first to meld painting with camera obscura. Their small paintings created narratives in 
which the placement of the figure within the interior space and the intense use of light, shadow, color, texture, 
perspective and harmony serve to illuminate the emotional lives of the subjects and for the viewer.
           
            Fran Forman
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Dying Light. ©Fran Forman
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Green Sofa. ©Fran Forman
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Greenland Twilight. ©Fran Forman
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In the Attic. ©Fran Forman
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Late Afternoon. ©Fran Forman
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Night Visitor. ©Fran Forman
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Night Watchman. ©Fran Forman
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Rocking Horse. ©Fran Forman



www.shadowandlightmagazine.com40

Showcase Portfolio • Fran Forman: Midnight Sun 

Portals. ©Fran Forman


